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859  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
Appd V. R.
Lord Frederick Cavendish is humbly recommended to Your
Majesty by Mr. Gladstone to be Chief Secretary1.to the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland : without a seat in the Cabinet.
May 3. 1882.
860                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 281.)
4th May. 1882.
Is it possible that M. Davitt, known as one of the worst of the
treasonable agitators, is also to be released ? I cannot believe it.
Three suspects were spoken of but no one else.
861   (Copy]   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 286-8.)
DOWNING STREET. May 7. 1882.
Mr. Gladstone submits his humble duty, and refers to such
partial intelligence as he has been able to send to Windsor for
Your Majesty in relation to the terrible catastrophe which at this
moment weighs so heavily upon so many hearts.8
The pressure and manifold demands of the moment, so various
in kinds, disable Mr. Gladstone from doing more than reporting
to Your Majesty such particulars, as without attempting any
regular order or completeness he can hastily throw together.
He received the news, together with his wife, on returning
from dinner last night at the Austrian Ambassador's, not long
before midnight. They went over to the house, and found Lucy8
had just been apprised by Lady Louisa Egerton. Lord Hartington,
Lord Granville, and Mrs. J. G. Talbot also came there.
Lucy received the awful blow in a manner which only her
noble character as a woman and a Christian could have rendered
possible. Mrs. Talbot, her sister,, remained with her for the night,
and Mrs, Gladstone went early this morning, and will remain
with her to-night.
1 On the resignation of Mr. W. E. Forster.
* The murder of Lord F. Cavendish and Mr. Burke in Phoenix Park, Dublin, on
May 6, 1882.
3 Lady F. Cavendish.